

FALL  2013

English 101 –  College Reading and Composition (0404)
Fall 2013,  Monday/Wednesday, 12:15 – 1:45
Instructor: David Fulton 

Room : FH 214 - Office:  JH 304
Office Hours: Mondays + Wednesdays (11:15 – 12:00) 
fultondd@lacitycollege.edu
Contacting me:  The best way to contact me outside of class and my office periods is to email me.  You can also contact me through the course Weebly page.  Please use standard spelling – no “text messaging shortcuts” – when emailing.  
Online Dropbox:   Dropbox is an online (legal!) file storing and sharing service.  I will be uploading assignments, readings, and other materials to this site on a regular basis and then sending “invitations” to you so you can retrieve them.  You will need to download the Dropbox program. It is 100% free to join and 100% safe.  You can use it to store your own files online like a virtual hard drive. https://www.dropbox.com/

Weebly:  Weebly is a website builder where you will be posting blog-style response to readings and creating your own project specific page.  I will be providing more information about how we will be using Weebly during the first week. I will be providing your with a username and password.

http://students.weebly.com/
Special Needs?  “Any student who feels she/he may need an academic accommodation based  on the impact of a disability should contact the Office of Special Services (OSS) at 323-953-4000, ext. 2270 or visit their office in room SSV 100.”
Required Texts:

Maasik, Sonia, Jack Solomon.  Signs of Life in the USA – 7th Edition.  Boston: Bedford.  2012.

Dick, Philip K.  Do Android’s Dream of Electric Sheep,  Random House, 1996. 
Hacker, Diana.  A Writer’s Reference with Exercises.    Seventh Ed.

You will also need:

· Pens (black or blue. I suggest you buy several) 

· 2 large blue-books for in-class essays.

· I HIGHLY recommend obtaining a good pocket dictionary.
· Regular access to a reliable computer.  (This includes on-line access.) 
· A notebook for notes and any in-class writing I may ask you to do. 
· An email account that you will check regularly.  (Consider getting a dedicated yahoo email address for this class.)

Course Description:  “English 101 is a transfer course that develops proficiency in college-level reading and writing through the practice of critical thinking and well-developed logical expository writing.” (Catalog Statement).
Prerequisite: PREREQUISITE: English 28/31 or appropriate placement score. ADVISORY: English 67 or 108

Course Goals: By the end of the term, you will (hopefully!) have mastered (or will be starting to master) the critical reading and writing skills which you will use throughout your college career.  You will be able to locate the thesis and supporting ideas in a given text;  you will be able to compose texts of your own which demonstrate the argumentative and rhetorical skills you have learned; you will access library materials for use in a researched essay, and you will write these essays while adhering to the standards of English grammar, mechanics, and usage. Upon completing this course you should be able to: 1) Critically read college-level expository texts; 2) Write thesis-based essays using a variety of rhetorical modes; 3) Develop and revise your writing using appropriate tone, style, evidence, semantics and grammar; 4) Locate, organize and evaluate research materials and use correct documentation.
SLO for English 101:  “[By the end of the semester ] students will [be able to] plan and write a persuasive essay of 1,000 to 2,000 words.”
Assignments:  Your grade will be based on two grading areas:

Primary Assignments: 80%

· Essay 1 (10%)  - Argumentative essay
· Essay 2 (15%)  - Novel Analysis 
· Essay 3 (20%)  - Researched Paper
· In-Class timed essay #1 (Midterm, 15%)

· In-Class timed essay #2 (Final, 20%)

Secondary Assignments: 20%

· Weebly  project (Blogs, personal webpage set up, etc.)
· Executive Summaries 

· Participation 
· other work will be assigned as necessary 

Weebly Blog Responses:  Each week we will be reading and responding to assigned texts, articles, and other materials. I will be posting questions on Weebly for you to respond to.  You will respond to these questions in the form of blog entries.  In order to receive full credit, your responses must A) fully address the question (all aspects of the question), B) provide analysis and not summary, and C) be of adequate length.  I will be providing models responses for you to reference. 
Weebly Personal Wepage Project:  Within the course Weebly page, you can create a sub-domain (a page within a page).  You will be creating your own page.  This page will be private (only you and I will see it) and should be designed to reflect your interests, personality and taste.  Because our context  for this course is our popular culture, your page should reflect the sorts of images, texts, audio, and fashion sensibilities from the culture that you most relate to. Nothing is out of bounds, and I won’t judge or evaluate your page for taste.  I do expect the page to be  aesthetically pleasing and interesting.  Your page will be evaluated quarterly.  The only content prohibitions I must insist on is any content that exposes a non-contextualized racist, misogynistic (anti-female), misandronistic (anti-male), homophonic, trans-phobic, or Queer-phobic point of view. (Balanced and contextualized critical perspectives are encouraged. Feel free to run ideas by me. I NEVER judge informal discussions you have with me.)  Comments which threaten violence against another person are also prohibited and will be reported to campus authorities.  And, though it should go without saying,  nudity and sexual pornography are not permitted (although, again, these phenomena can be productively contextualized.) 
Participation/Attendance: In addition to course  assignments, you are expected to show up to each class on time, ready to work.  You will have done the assigned reading  and assignments for the day.  You must also sincerely contribute to class discussion and actively participate in workshops.  You are to be respectful of your fellow students and your instructor.  Three absences may result in being dropped from the course and receiving an ‘F’ or a ‘W’ on the transcript.  Arriving late or leaving early will constitute a “tardy” in this class.  Three “tardies” count as one hour of absence.  Whenever a student arrives after roll has been taken, it is the student’s responsibility to see the instructor at the end of class to confirm that the student has received credit for attending class. Attending less than one hour of a class will be recorded as a full absence.  
Academic Integrity:   “Violations of Academic Integrity include, but are not limited to, the following actions: cheating on an exam, 

plagiarism, working together on an assignment, paper or project when the instructor has specifically stated 

students should not do so, submitting the same term paper to more than one instructor, or allowing another 

individual to assume one's identity for the purpose of enhancing one's grade.”  (Official LACC Definition) Academic dishonesty is a serious violation of campus policy as well as an ethical lapse.  Such  behavior  includes: collusion or lending work to another to submit as his/her own, and plagiarism or the presentation of another person’s work as your own, whether intentional or not.  The College has a zero tolerance policy for plagiarism. If you are suspected of academic dishonesty, you will be subject to disciplinary sanctions, ranging from a lowered grade to failure in the course, and you WILL be reported to academic authorities.  
Other Policies

· There is no such thing as an “excused absence,” however, I would appreciate you communicating with me if you know you are going to be missing class (email is best) 

· There are no “make ups” assignments. Late assignments will not be accepted under any circumstances.  This includes excuses relating to computer issues, family emergencies, and/or illness
· Unless I clear it with you ahead of time, I do not accept emailed submissions of homework or essays. 
· Please do not email me requesting missed assignment or lecture notes. It is suggested that you communicate with your fellow students when you are absent or need information regarding a class session you missed. (NOTE: please DO email me if you need clarification of something I said during a lecture or if you ever have questions regarding concepts we have discussed, or if you need to ask me something confidentially. I will also help you, as best as I can, with basic questions about college life in general. )

· Any work you do outside of class should be typed, double-spaced, spell-checked, have 1” margins, and be in 12-point, Times New Roman, Calibiri, or Arial/Helvetica font.  (see AWR, pages 45-49 for more details.)
· If you receive a grade of “C+” or lower on essay 1 or essay 2, you may revise the essay for consideration of a grade increase.  The maximum grade increase is one full grade point (C+ to B+, for example).  These are called  post-grade revisions and they are due TWO WEEKS after the essay has been returned to you
· Essays 1 and 2 will be graded and returned within two weeks of submission. If you have submitted an essay which is under the page minimum, you will be given one chance to re-submit the essay by the next class session. However, the highest grade possible for a resubmission will be a C- (minimally passing) and there will be no opportunity for post-grade revision.  Essay three is not eligible for resubmission under any circumstances.
Grading Guide – What do letter grades on essays mean?
· A = An “A” grade represents an essay that not only responds to the assignment prompt, but also demonstrates often profound depth of insight and analysis.  The prose is free of grammatical,  usage, and punctuation faults, the language is sophisticated, articulate, and a pleasure to read.  Absolutely no formatting errors. 

· B =  An essay which receives a “B” demonstrates superior analysis and provides interesting, though perhaps not always novel, insights.  The essay has responded to all parts of the assignment prompt, although there may be a lack of balance, thus one sub-topic may receive more attention than others.  The language is generally free of consistent errors in grammar and usage, but the faults are evident and suggest further revision was necessary.  Some formatting errors are evident. 

· C=  An essay earning an “average” or “C” grade has typically responded to the assignment prompt but only in a superficial or non-substantive manner.  Points are not developed beyond the assertion stage.  The writer seems to be providing more of a “report” than a rhetorical essay (there may be an over-reliance on summary, for example).  Grammar, usage, and punctuation errors are frequent, although these errors may not necessarily negatively impact readability.  Formatting guidelines are inconsistently followed. 

· D= Receiving a non-passing grade of “D” is usually indicative of an essay draft which demonstrates fundamental grammar and usage faults.   In other words, regardless of the content, the essay fails to meet minimum standards for college-level English.   Alternatively (or concurrently) a “D” essay may have failed to respond to the prompt in any meaningful way (i.e., it is wildly off-topic).  

· F=  The failing grade of “F” is reserved for  A) non-submission of final draft,  B) failure to submit an essay which meets the minimum page requirements, and C) an essay which demonstrates plagiarism of any kind. 

“Plus” and “minus” grades” are in effect for A, B, and C letter grades. . Therefore, a “B+” is worth more, point-wise,  than a “B-“.  But the pluses and minuses also communicate something to the writer.  They suggest where on the scale he or she has fallen.  An essay which receives a “C+” is, in many ways, worlds apart from a “C-“  (marginally passing).   It is my contention that a “C+” essay  should have been a “B” level essay.   A “B+” essay, though an excellent grade, should have been an “A”  level essay.  Use the plus and minus information to guide your future revision processes.
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If you need help paying for books and other college expenses,

call the Financial Aid Office at

(323) 953-4000 extension 2010,

or see them at Student Services Village room 117
http://www.lacitycollege.edu/stusvcs/finaid/

 

First Quarter – Consumer Culture 
Week 1 

8/26  - Intro to course. Diagnostic in-class writing.
8/28 – Intro to Weebly.  READING:  SOL “Introduction” (1-36)  + “Consuming Passions” (81 – 89)
First Weebly blog response assigned. 

Week 2 

09/2  (Labor Day – No Class) Your personal Weebly Page Established;  SOL “The More Factor” (90-96) “The Science of Shopping” (97-103) + “The Signs of Shopping” (104 – 110);  Blog responses 
9/4 –  SOL “What’s in a Package” (119 – 127) + “Teen ‘Haulers’ Become a Fashion Force”; Blog responses
· 9/7:  Last day to add class

Week 3 

9/9   - Essay 1 – Peer Review Workshops; SOL “The Semiotics of Home Décor” (128 – 137);  SHEEP Ch 1 – 6) Blog responses   
9/11 - Essay 1 – Peer Review Workshops; Dropbox “American women and the making of American consumer Culture”; Blog responses 
· 9/8  Last day  to drop class without a “W” 
Week 4 

9/16  SHEEP (CHs 1-6); Blog responses 
9/18 – SHEEP (CHs 7 – 12) Essay 1 Final Draft Due 

Weebly Evaluations 

Second Quarter – Technophilia & Identity
Week 5 

9/23 – SHEEP (CHs 13 – 18); Blog Responses  

9/25 – SHEEP (CHs 19 – end);  Dropbox (“The Android and the Human”)  Blog Responses 
Week 6 

9/30 -   SOL:  “Convergence Culture”  (455 – 468); Blog Responses 
10/2 – SOL: “Video Games, Avatars, and Identity” Blog Responses 
Week 7

10/7 - Essay 2 – Peer Review Workshops; Dropbox : (“Comfortably Numb”); Blog responses 
10/9- Essay 2 – Peer Review Workshops;  SOL: “Students Addicted to Social Media” (483 – 486) + “Virtual Popularity Isn’t Cool – It’s Pathetic” (480 -482); Blog Responses 
Week 8

10/14 –  Dropbox:  “Mobil Phones and Social Activism”  
10/16 –  Dropbox: “New Media and Internet Activism”  ;  Blog Responses;  Midterm In-Class Essay

Essay 2 Final Draft Due 

Midterm In-Class Essay 

Weebly Evaluations ;  Essay 1 PGR cut-off

Third Quarter  - Gender in the 21st Century
Week 9

10/21 -  SOL: “Gender Role Behaviors and Attitudes”  (672 -676); Blog Responses 
10/23 – SOL: “The Gender Blur”  (678 - 685);  Blog Responses
Week 10

10/28-  Dropbox:  “There is No Unmarked Woman”;  Blog Responses
10/30 -  SOL:  “I Won, I’m Sorry” (569 – 575)  Blog Reponses 
Week 11

11/4 –  SOL: “Batman, Deviance, and Camp” (331 – 346) ;  Blog Responses
11/6 – Dropbox:  “A Boy’s Life” ;  Blog Responses
Week 12

11/11 – Veteran’s Day – No Class;  Dropbox: “Machismo and Masculinity in Latin Culture”;  Blog Responses
11/13 – Research Proposal Due;  Dropbox: “Drag Kings”; Blog Responses.
Weebly Evaluations;  Essay 2 PGR cut-off

Fourth Quarter –  Research Project
Week 13

11/18  -  Conferences 
11/20  -  Conferences
· 9/17:  Last day to drop with a “W”. After this date, instructors MUST give students letter grades. Dropping not possible

Week 14

11/25 – Essay 3-  Peer Review Workshops

11/27 -  Essay 3 – Peer Review Workshops

Week 15

12/2 – Research Findings Presentations 

12/4 – Research Findings Presentations 

Week 16

12/11 – Final In-Class Essay (12:00 – 2:00 PM)
Essay 3 Final Draft Due;  Final Weebly Evaluation


CALENDAR (SUBJECT TO CHANGE):


SOL = Signs of Life;  SHEEP: Do Androids Dream…


AWR= A Writer’s Reference; PGR = Post-Grade Revision








NOTE:  When a date has a reading attached to it, that means that’s the day we will be DISCUSSING the reading in class. So you are expected to have read it and made your journal entry by the date the reading will be discussed. 
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